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occurrences in other quarters. T1
that some further progress has be<
that German attacks in Alsace and
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positions on the coast of Belgium.
It is reported at Constantint

Albania have declared war on Serv
west, and the tribes of the north gi

MAY EMBROIL OTHE
Their reported entrance into 1

cance because of the uncertain con

and indications that those not alt

join in it.
King Peter of Servia has re-ent

Servian general staff states that not
the borders.

Premier Salandra of Italy agai
of the country was one of "watchf"
the government was indorsed by ]

KHEDIVE OF EG-1
The Khedive of Egypt is said

with Austrian government officials
etantinople most of the time since
has been reported that he would 1
forces in Egypt.

Battles continue in Poland, anc

tants of Cracow, the Austrian stroi

city.

INHABITANTS REP
CRACOW. AUSTRI
WARSAW, Russian Poland, December16..Arrivals here from Cracow reportthat the civil authorities of the

Austrian fortress have gone to Vienna
and that the middle class population
s fleeing into Hungary.
iangs of workmen and soldiers are

a id to be busy preparing intrench
its and barricades of all descriptors.Art treasures have been taken j
piaces of safety and the museums

;schoois have been converted into
«> -pitals.
' lie newspapers of Cracow have sus..- idodpublication and the absence of
,f\v is reported to be increasing the
> 1 -:-im of tlie inhabitants.
Notwithstanding the proximity of!

Warsaw to the battle front, the busitm>s of the city is proceeding as in
tfines of peace. Although the sound of
cannonading may be heard at times,
Christmas crowds throng the streets.
Shops and cafes are decorated gayly,
btid the holiday spirit has dissipated j
the gloom of war.
In ever* rank and class of society

there is supreme contidcnce that War-
saw cannot be taken by the Germans. j

Austrians Pour Over Passes.
PETROORAD, December 16..Austriancolumns are pouring over the

Dukla passes (Carpathian mountains)
Into Galtcit. txrana i;uk« ^icuuiua rc-

cords this fact without the slightest
comment, and the consensus of rnili-1
tary opinion here Indorses his attitude
of complete equanimity. j
The Army Messenger publishes a!

scries of communications from the
front, as follows:
"On the front of Dowicz and How !

violent German attacks have had no |
success. Our troops have repulsed the
Germans, causing them to suffer great»
losses.

OFFENSIVE ACTIO
GENERAL IN Wf

LONDON. December 16..The offensivemovement of the French and
British has become general, and is
EH-ing pushed with strong forces, particularlyin Flanders, the Argonne, the
VVoevre and Alsace. While the French
claim to have been successful at all

tf-voent at Steinhacli. in Alsace!
the German otHcial report says the
iliies' attacks have been unsuccessful
at several places.
un the whole, however, it would up-

pear that the allies, who now have a

superiority in numbers, as well as in |
artillery, have succeded in making
gome progress, and have withstood
vigorous counter attacks delivered by
the Germans.
The fact that the allies are in pos-

session of Hollebeke. in J-'larulers,
shows that they have made an appreci-
able advance during the past two days,
as last week they were being attacked
by the invaders two miles to the west
of St. Eloy, which Is on the YpresArmentieresroad.
The force which lias been checked at

?teinbach is the left wing of the army,
-»% which for seine time has been fighting

its way toward Muelhauseu, and which
lias cle; red a considerable x>art of Al-
pace of the Germans.
It U evident that while the Germane
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overshadowed all other developiropeanwar, there were important

he French official statement says
:n made by the allies in Belgium,
the Woevre district had been rehaveagain bombarded German

jple that the tribes of northern
ia. Albania adjoins Servia on the
ve allegiance to no king.
:R BALKAN STATES.
:he war was of particular signifiditionsamong the Balkan nations
eaay emoroiiea in tne war may

ered Belgrade in triumph, and the
t a single Austrian remains within

n stated that the rightful position
ul neutrality," and the position of
sarliament.
IPT IN VIENNA,
to have gone to Vienna to confer
. The khedive has been in Contheoutbreak of the war, and it
lead an army against the British

1 Warsaw reports that the inhabiigholdin Galicia, are fleeing that

ORTED FLEEING
AN STRONGHOLD
"South of Cracow the enemy at-

tempted oeiween the 12th and 14th of
December to oppose our offensive by
strengthening its positions. On the
loth the enemy debouched in largenumbers from the Pass of Dukla and
attempted to descend the slopes on the
north side of the Carpathians. Our
troops after a strong resistance repulsedthe enemy.

Hungary Cleared of Foe.
BERLIN, December lo, via London,

December 16..A dispatch received
here from Vienna says that Ensign
Nicholas De Sverbeew, son of the last
Russian ambassador to Germany, has
fallen in battle in Poland.
The Tageblatt's correspondent with

the Austrian headquarters reports that
the Austrians in the Carpathian mountainsare pressing forward by forced
marches, despite ice and snow, in pursuitof llie retiring Russians.
The correspondent adds that Hungary

may be regarded as cleared completelyof Russians. The success of the Austriansin Hungary and west Galicia, he
says, was due to the fact that the Russiansweakened their forces in the Carpathiansto strengthen their lines in
west Galicia against the Austro-Germanassault. The reinforcements were
too late, however, to prevent an Austrianvictory at Lirnanova.
The battle on Gen. Dankl's lines and

to the northward, according to the
correspondent, is now at a standstill.
Both sides are well intrenched, and by
mutual agreement neither fires upon
the men of the other carrying straw to
make their winter quarters comfortable.There were many frost-bites and
frozen limbs during the first part of
the winter, but the soldiers have nowlearnedto take precautions. The health
of the Austrian army is better than in
times of peace. Cholera is practically
extinct.

N BY ALLIES
inrm if\ v t mrrn a itn

inr,AiUK
are prepared to offer stubborn resistanceto attempted advances in the
regions mentioned in the ofiicial communications,they expect the main attackof the allies to be made In anotherdirection or are themselves preparingfor an offensive, for they have
gathered considerable forces at Courtrai,from which point they could be
quickly transferred either to Flanders
or south ard across the French frontier.

LOSS OF THE BULWARK
NOT DUE TO AN ENEMY

LONDON, December ±\)..The official
press bureau announces that the sinkingof the battleship Bulwark apparentlywas not due 10 a hostile act. Investigationhas disclosed no evidence
of treachery on the part of any personaboard the vessel, or any act by
the enemy.
The inquiry showed that the explosionwas due to the accidental Ignitionof the ammunition on board.
The British battleship Bulwark was

destroyed by explosion on November
-ti, while lying off Sheerness. About
£00 lives were lost

irship

WE/IKES "' ll||ll 'l||j]J|||^^

Scientists have declared thi
absorbed by the stronger.

GEN. SCOTT ORDERED
TO MEXICANBORDER
Chief of Staff Goes to Naco Toniahtfo Persuade Leaders

to Cease Hostilities.

PERSONALLY ACQUAINTED
WITH WARRING CHIEFS

Mission Purely Conciliatory, and It

Is Thought His Efforts Will Obtain

Compliance With Demands.

Brig- Gen. Hugh I.. Scott, chief of

staff of the army, was today ordered
by the War Department to proceed to

Naco, Ariz., to use his personal iniluience with Mexican leaders- to cease

hostilities.
Secretary Garrison explained. Gen.

Scott's mission in this statement: "By
rcason of the personal acquaintance
acquired with the different factions
while he was stationed on the border
Gen. Scott has been sent to Naco. This
Is done in the hope that he may be
able, by reason of the knowledge and
acquaintances acquired, to induce the
warring factions on the Mexican side
of the line to desist from imperiling
persons and property on our side of
the line. Gen. Bliss has pointed out
to us the possibility of utilizing Gen.
Scott's knowledge and experience in
this way."

Gen. Scott Leaves Tonig-ht.
Gen. Scott will leave Washington this

evening, and expects to arrive at Naco
Saturday afternoon. Troops which have
been ordered to reinforce Gen. Bliss'
'-omntand at Naco have not yet started

If... *...« 1font

railroad transportation has only today
been obtained, but they are expected
to start at once.
It is not planned that Gen. Scott shall

relieve 01* supercede Gen. Bliss of the
active command of the American troops
at Naco. His mission is purely conciliatory,to begin with, at least, though
what will follow if his efforts to secure
a compliance by the warring factions
with the reasonable demands of the
United States government is not
doubted.

Friend of Gen. Villa.
The general is a close personal friend

of Villa and had frequently, during
the time when he was in command on

the border, exercised his influence with
the Mexican chieftain to cause the
withdrawal of Mexican troops from
points where friction had arisen.
He is also known to the Carranza

general, Benjamin Hill, who is holding
Naco against Maytore ita*s forces.

It is recalled that through the exerciseof such personal influence Gen.
Scott about a year ago prevented an

almost certain Indian war lit Arizona,
which has caused the officials here to
feel that it would be prudent to allow
him an opportunity again to intervene
at Naco to induce the warring factions
to cease hostilities at that point or at

1 (Continued on Second Page.)
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| War Officially Reported.I
French Statement

PARIS December 1H, 2:56 p.m..The French war office today grave out
au official communication am follows:

"In Belgium the town of Westend, to the northeast of Ijombaertsyde,
lias been violently bombarded by the British fleet.

"The Belgian army has repulsed a counter attack on St. Georges, and
occupied the farms on the left bank of the Yser.

"Our troops, who already had gained ground in the direction of Klein
Zillebeke, also made progress, but not so perceptible, in the region of
St. Eloi.

"In the region of Arras, in the region of the Aisne and In Champagne,
there have been artillery engagements. In the course of which we gained
distinct advantage at various points.

"In the Argonne there is nothing to report.
"In the YVoevre district we have repulsed several German attacks in

the forest of Mortmare, and we have retained all the trenches occupied
by us on the KUb of December.

"In Alsace we have repulsed an attack to the west of Cerhay.
"Servia.King Peter, accompanied by the crown prince, entered Belgradeat the head of his troops Tuesday, December 15, at 11 o'clock in

the morning, between the Driun and the Save. There are In Servia no

more Austro-Hungarian troops. The number of prisoners that the AustroIluugarianshave left in the hands of the Servians since the beginning
of the war is placed at 00,000.*'

German Statements
IIFIILIV December 10, by wireless to l.oudou. I! p.m..The German

official communication, issued h> tlie general army headquarters, says:
"lu the western theater the enemy made a new attempt to advance by

way of .Yieupurt. supported by an action of their ships at sea. The Ore
from these ships was entirely without effect. The attack was repulsed
and 4JW> French were taken prisoners.

"On the remainder of the front the capture of a height to the west of
Seunheim, occupied by the enemy since the day before yesterday, is the
only matter worth mentioning.

"From the Fast Prussian frontier there is no news.

"lu northern Poland our attacking movements are progressing normally.Several strong positions off the enemy have been taken, and about
:t,000 prisoners and four machine guns were taken.

"In southern Poland our troops, lighting In unison with our allies, arc

gaining ground."
A retreat of the German forces which uttempted to strike at Warsaw

irom tnc norm is a«'Kuu>viro^ra in un omi'iai runnnuuit-niiuu given out HI
army headquarter*, under date of December 15. The statement follows:

The tiertnan column, which hnd advanced from Soldau, East Prussia,
by way of >ilawa, in the direction of t'iechanow, ha* had to reoccupy it*
old poMition*, owing to the numerical superiority of the enemy.

Klxcwhere in Poland nothing of material importance ha* happened.
1 nfavorable weather i* influencing our operation*.

In Kant I'riiNMia there i* nothing: new.
The French yesterday made fruitle** attack* at variou* point*. Their

attack on our po*itiou* *outhea*t of Ypre* failed, with heavy lo**e* to
the enemy. A hostile attack in the region northeast of Suippe* wa* rcpul*ed.a* well »* an attack north of Verdun, with heavy lo*Ne* to the
attacker*.

*In the neighborhood of Ailly and Apreuiont, *outh of St. Mihid, the
Prench tried four time* to *torm our position*, but In vain. A renewed
hoNtile advance from the direction of Plirey, which Is northeast of Toul,
failed.

In the \oNge* the battle i* *till proceeding:. We took 300 prisoners,
recapturing: the village of Steinbacli, west of Sennheim."

Austrian Statement
\ li:\ .\ \, December 15, via l^ondon, December ICS..-The following: official

communication waK Issued here today:
'Our offensive in western Calieia ha* compelled the enemy to retreat

and caused lii* front in *outli Poland to waver. Our troops,
indefatfgably from the south, yesterday reached .fa*io and Kajbrot. In
thl* advance and in the la*t battle we took 31,000 Hussiau prisoners.

Today new* i* at hand that the euemy is retiring: along: the entire
front of Kajbrot, Meplowlce. Wolbrom, Aowo Kadomnko and Plotrkow.

In the Carpathian* measure* huve been taken to meet the enemy**
force* advaueiug in Latorcxatal "

Russian Statement
I'KTHUUKAU. vil( l.ondon. Uwmbfr 1«..The following nffieial communlcntiunlui* been received from Keneral headimartera at the front:
"lu the Vtlavva rrglon our aetlon continue*. and the onecena gulned by

our troop, ha* heeu maintained. .

"On the left hunk of the Vlatula larice force* of the enemy arc concentrating.In the area adjacent to the river near How the preaence of neveralnew bodlea of the enemy, which have Jnat reached our front, han been
diacloaed.

"Mace the morniDK of llecember 14 there haa been fierce fighting betweenl.owicz. the Vlatula and the left bank of the Bzura, nnd both aMea
have been alternately on the olTenalve nnd defenalve. Our troop*, however.have been able to make aome progreaa.

"The lighting in the other region* along the whole atretrh of the front
haa been leaa Intenae. V marked weakening of the enemy between
t 'renatoehowa and t'raeow la reported, and In that region the Herman*
are completing their movement* by railway toward the pnaaes of the
Carpathian*.

-in weatera timllcla the battle in developing."
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A German squadron the size
and began to bombard the town,
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Attack by Warships on Brittish
Coast Ports Expected by

U. S. Strategists.
The German naval raid on Britisl

coast towns excited widespread attentionin naval, military and diplomatic
circles here, and was the absorbing
topic in official and congressional circles.The first feeling was one of surprisethat the cordon of British ships
which was said to form a ring of assureddefense around the British Isles

had been suddenly penetrated and seriousdamage inflicted on the British
coast ports.

It was pointed out that this might
!" put to a serious test the late Rear

Admiral Malian's noted theory of sea

power, according iu wmvn «.

naval force could hold at bay the attacksof invaders.
It was recalled also that the northeastcoast of England, in the imme|diate vicinity of today's German atjlack, had been the historic point ot

En viand's invasion in the past, 1 lie

j Northmen having entered through the
Humber- and advanced toward Fork,

I where the famous battle of Stamford
bridge was fought. All historic Danish

iand Teutonic m-'vemeiits have a'so

} been across the North sea against" the
cities of the north coa>t of England,
although Napoleon's projected invasion
was to have been from Boulogne and
Calais against Fo'kesir-ne anil points
alone the southern coast.
Against such movements British sea.

power lias been counted on as the chief
defense.

Regarded as Strategic Maneuver.

fn the best posted naval circles here
today's bombardment is regarded as a

strategic maneuver which may have
far-reaelrng consequences. The first

purpose, as explained by one of the
formost naval strategists, is to create

I a "scare" which will lead to hurried
concentration and change of move_ment of the main British battle fleet.
and exnose those ships 10 auat-K num

unexpected quarters.
An examination of the latest naval

data shows, this expert says, that the
bombarded ports are without dockyardsor defenses, and are therefore of
no military value for purposes of captureor occupation. For that reason he
holds that the chief purpose of the
bombardment was strategic.first, to
produce a condition of excitement and
panic anions: the English people, and,
second, to serve as a bait by which the
four German cruisers making1 the attackwill at once draw a large force
of British ships away from their establishedlines of defense. The four
German cruisers could not: in themselves,this expert holds, be a serious
menace'to the British coast.

Views of Diplomatists.
Discussion of the raid among diplomatistsfriendly to the allies led to the

expression of opinions that the first

direct attack on British soil would in

all probability develop advantages to

England by bringing the English peopleface to face with actual war. and
would perhaps stimulate recruiting.
Those in touch with the developmentof the marine situation, so far

in the war were of the opinion that
the raid was rather a piece of naval
strategy than an attempt to land troops
on British soil.

"In any case," an observer of events

said today, "the cost of insurance will
Siow rapidly rise. In Eondon and New
York the effect of this will be to materiallyretard shipping operations betweenAmerica and Europe. Jt is, of
course, part of Germany's strategy to
do something, such as the sortie re(.Continuedou Thirteenth Bage.>
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| HAKTLGPO«jL., England, December 16
via I^ondon, 12 noon..The residents ol

Hartlepool were awakened this morning
by heavy gun liriug.
A great crowd at once assembled or

the beach to learn whence the sounds
came.

Shells from German ships soon begar
dropping info the city, whereupon the
crowd on the beach rapidly sought shelter
The bombardment of cities on the easl

coast of England by German cruisers is the
tirst overt, act of the war against Britisl
territory. Th»> British people have felt
that their t1e« t in the North sea was suf'
ficient to render this possibility very re

mote.

More Than One Naval Encounter.
The bombardment of Hartlepool and

Scarborough would indicate that the Ger}mans have considerable liberty of action.
There doubtless have been more than one

naval encounter in the North sea, for
the British statement refers to engagementsat various points.

German Activity Had Been Reported
rHvnn trhes from Gernianv for as

much as a month past have indicated
l in one way or another that the Ger|mans were making preparations at
their sea bases for naval activity. Very
little details of what was going on

has come out, nevertheless the messagesled to the belief that the German
ships might soon attempt some maneuver.
The Kiel canal, running from the

North sea to the Baltic, makes it possiblefor Germany to concentrate her
entire fleet in either one water or the
other. By bringing through the canal
such vessels as she may have used
since the beginning of the war in the
Baltic, G ermany could concentrate in
the North sea virtually her entire
naval strength-, exception being made,
of course, of her fast cruisers, which
since the opening of hostilities have
operated in the Pacific ocean and in
th southern Atlantic.
These -vessels all told do not exceed

nine or ten, and a number of them alreadyhave succumbed to the vigilance
of Germany's enemies.

British Naval Strength Unknown

Quantity.
The British naval strength in the

North sea is and has been an unknown
quantity. There is reason to believe,
however, that it is formidable. Great
Britain has some warships in the

Mediterranean, and during the past six
weeks it is evident that she sent some

of her ships for service in the south
Atlantic to pursue German cruisers
which have been raiding commerce.

Just how many vessels were assigned
to this latter duty Is not definitely
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f England.
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off Scarborough at an early hoar
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been sunk in the North sea.

PORT.
ews reports that two German cruisers
naged.
cruisers which bombarded Hartleiatelyby four British destroyers.
SS BUREAU STATEMENT.
-.44 p.m..The official press bureau
g announcement with regard to the
coast of England:
West Hartlepool reports that Oertressbetween 8 o'clock and 9 o'clock

:1 also opened fire on Scarborough

LK STARTLED
)PPING OF SHELLS
ir Against English TerrmansHave Much
of Action.
, | known. Whatever the disposition of
f ; British ships of war outside of British
; | waters may be today, there has been

from the beginning reliable evidence
that she has concentrated in the North
sea a very large proportion of her5 naval strength.
Many business premises and private

l homes were wrecked here by the Ger4man shells.

Hartlepool a Historic Port.
Hartlepool was the place where the

Comte de Par landed from bis ileet in
1171 to assist William the I/ion in InvadingKngiand. From that time the
importance of the harbor seems to
have been appreciated, and it was the
only ancient port of the Palatinat*.
Here Bishop Pudsey prepared the galley,fitted with silver and containing
a silver throne, seated on which he intendedto accompany Richard 3 to the
Crusades.
Hartlepool formerly was a very perfectspecimen of a fortified town- Tt

was circled by a wall, strengthened by
bastions, a breast wall and parapet,
ana tnere were ten towers to defend It.
In the reign of Queen Elizabeth the
town fell Into such decay that it was
spoken of as "an ancient, decayeu
coast town, once a brave, stately and
well fortified town, now only a sea
land habitation for fishermen." It continuedto go down until 181S, when a
law was passea ior improving the port.
It then began to improve until it now
is an important port for the exportationof coal and the importation of
lumber.
Scarborough was the scene of the

landing of the Norseman Harold Hardrada,In 1055, when he began his invasionof North Britain.

SATISFACTION TO ITALY
IS GIVEN BY THE PORTE

ROME, December 15..The negotiationsbetween Turkey and Italy over
the removal of G. A. Richardson, the
British consul, from the Italian con-

1UUIU ic ai nvruvaucL, -Ai <xijidu, ai C iipproachinga satisfactory solution.
The Turks have returned Mr. Uichardsonto the consulate and presented

excuses for his removal. They promisedto punish those guilty of the
breach of diplomatic relations.
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